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ITHORPE SIGNS HIS
NEW YORK CONTRACT

Pleased That He Is to Do Battle
I'nder the Banner of
John McGiraw,

ON

BADER DECK  ATLSO

Indian Will Go to Marlin With
the Others—Prefers-the
Outfield.

Two more playera erigned with tha
Glants vesterday. One was Louis Bader,
the yogng plteher: the other was James
Thorpe, the young Indian. Of the two
performances that of Thorpe attracted
the more attention. The peorless
athlete, chaperoned by Glenn Warner,
his guide, philosopher and friend, are
rived early in the morning from Care«
linle, and on the same day that his
prizes as amateur athlete were being
returned to Sweden affixed his name
to the document which will give him @&
fat stipend as a ball player.

The fact that his trophies wera being
returned didn't seem to perturb Thorpe
any and he did s=eem to be greatly
pleased with having enlisted under the
banner of MctGraw. The firet thing he
did was to =lgn the contract which
Secretary Foster pregented to him and
then he waited until his new boss, Me-
Giraw, arrived, which was an hour or
&0 after Mae had had his dejeuner, de«
jeuner being Indian for breakfast

For a greater part of the day the
offices of the New York club were
filled with fans, rooters, bugs and nuts,
Thorpe was the reason. Those who
tried to break into conversation with
Thorpe found it w difficult job, for
the red man s A taciturn chap, but
cheerful and smiling, and confining
himgelf chiefly to a listening part. He
did =ay, however, that of the different
positions he has played on the ball
fleld he preferred the outfield. Also
he sald that he was a free agent all
right, that no club had any claim on
him and that no contract was tendered
him by the league with which he played
in 1410 after that season. Thorpe's
name did appear on the reserve list of
the Favetteville club, but the league
became defunct. Furthermore, McGraw
had assurance yesterday from the Na-
tional Board that Thorpe was a freg
agent,

“1 never saw Thorpe play ball much,'
gaid Pop Warner, “but don't think for
a minute that he's merely by way of
being a freak attraction for the Giantas.
Anybody who thinks that will be sur-
prised, for I haven't any doubt that
he will develop into a first class ball
player. He has the ability, mental and
physical. He'd rather have played
baseball at Carlisle than gone to the
track team and was always at me to
let him play ball, but he was too valu-
able on the track team and so played
baseball only occasionally. The figures
he made playing in the Eastern Caro«
lina League are not, I imagine, a line
on what he really can do, for I don't
suppose he took the game very seri-
ously down there. But he means busi-
ness now and is out to make good
and stick with the Glants.”

Somebody asked Thorpe what hie
Indian name was. The latter scratched {
his head for & moment and replied:

“Drags His Rope, that's my Indiag
name.’”

“What's that?"

“Dirags His Rope.”

“Nix, quit kidding, what is your real i
name ™’ -

“All right; Thorpe's my real name,
I haven't any other,”

Thorpe and Warner returned to Car-
lisle last night, but the former sald
he would go to Marlin with the rest
of the I'olo Sacs and Foxes next month,

TEXAS CLAIMS THORPE.

Secretary Farrell Investigating
ldentity of Player of That Name,

AUBRURN, N. Y., Feb, 1. —8ecretary Far-
rell of the Nationul Association of Pro-
fessional Baseball Leagues to-day found
A contract in his office following a claim
filed: by Beaumont, Tex., to the services
of Tim Thorpe, the Indian athlete, which
muy upset the deal jusi closed belween
Thorpe and the Gilants

“A player named James G. Thorpe,
lHving In 1911 at 214 West Twelfth street,
Trenton, Mo., signed & contract on Decems
ber 10, 1911, to play the 1812 season with |
Oklahoma City,"” sald Mr. FFarrell. “That
club’'s franchise and players were trans- "
ferred to Heaumont, Tex., last year. The
player Thorpe falled to show up when
the season opened. It looks as if Manager 1
Mcetiraw thought Thorpe a free agent in A
signing him

“I am now investigating to be certain
of the identity of the Trenton, Mo,

Thorpe.**

iy

The Carlisle Thorpe played football on
the Carlisle eleven in the fall of 1911
and 1912, and it may be that it was
another Thorpe who lived in Trenton, Mo,
and signed a contract in December, 1911,

NAVY AMONG THE ELECT.

In Front Rank by Beating Lehigh,
Who Beat Cornell.

ANNAPOLIE, Md., Feb. 1.—On the
strength of a win from Lehigh this after-
noon, 66 to 17, the friends of the Naval
Academy basketball team feel that it has
established a foremost position amonsg
Fastern teams, Lehigh having won from ]
Cornell, the leaders of the Intercollegiate
League. The Navy's title to the Southern
champlonship {8 clear, owing to Its vies
tory over €athollie University. For only
about flve minutes this afternoon did Le-
high play on ¢ven terms with the midship-
men, and then the speedy work of the
latter and the accurate shooting of Smith.
McKee and McReavey bhegan to plle up
the points at a vapld rate, Late in the |
game the superlior condition of the Navy
iade was noticeable, and the visitors were
not in the same class
The Hnup:
Navy.
McKee ...
Smith

Posltions
vesesns Lol forward
. Right forward
. Centre
Left guard
Right guard .
Score—Navy, 8; Lehigh, 17 )
ran for Mrlknrr Cook for Me! Whitne fnr
Muthart, Muthart for Green lnh- tor
(Innln from nrl.d Ilruuu-{ ¥ Smith. 6; ex
!l 2: Wild; Cochran \h'll‘. 3, Muthart, u
sals from foul - McKee, 10; Muthari, 7. Referee
- l. olliflower, Georgetown,
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Bender Sligna for Eleventh Time.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb, 1. —Chief Render
to-day personally  presented his  signed
contract 1or 1918 1o Manager Connin
Mack of the Athletics, by this actlon
muking the eleventh consecutive season
that Hender has been & member of the
local American League team. He looks
to be in fine fettle. KEddie Plank now fa
the only member of Mack's vetorans wha *
has not slgned up.
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